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the idea that technical inventions could seriously affect the
basic principles of strategy. He rejected altogether the lay
conception of the possibility of revolutionary inventions of any
sort, and pointed out that in spite of the invention of firearms
there had been no change in the great fundamental idea of
strategy from Cannae to Tannenberg. But, he said, in a very
different field from that of technical armaments possibilities
had grown up of the broadening of strategic principles:
revolutionary strategy could be carried into the intellectual
field. This might justify the risking of military operations
which in themselves could only be regarded as senseless and
disastrous. As he spoke, his words gathered the suggestive
force characteristic of him; then he abruptly broke off. In
the past year we have had practical experience of the basic
lines of this broadened strategy. The occupation of Austria and
that of the Sudeten territory were semi-diplomatic, semi-
military operations, a mixture of war and propaganda,
diplomacy and subversive revolutionism.
If the army leaders are working on these lines, and it almost
seems that they are, then they are making themselves the
forerunners of a world revolution which can no longer be
stopped. The improvisations of the Great War in the direction
of spreading revolution among the enemy are not only being
systematized, but the army, in order to weaken the enemy even
before the outbreak of war, is making itself the advance guard
of revolution in other countries. It is an extremely disturbing
idea that the German army leaders should, for reasons ap-
parently of a military nature, have delivered up their own
nation and its neighbours in Europe in advance, as it were by
way of prophylaxis, to a radical revolution. Is this idea, after
six years of the National Socialist regime, so baseless? It
would mean that here again there has been a capitulation of
the spirit before violence and terrorism.
It must be borne in mind that strategy may include propa-